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AP Government and Politics
Part I:
Directions: Read the article, “Measuring Public Opinion.” As you read, answer the
following questions.
1) What is public opinion and why is it important to the development of public policy?



2) What is a public opinion poll? How are polls used? How are polls conducted? In
your answer, explain random sampling and sampling error.


3) How is the wording of a question in a poll important?


4) What is an exit poll? How have exit polls influenced the outcome of state and local
elections?


5) What has been the trend over the years in American’s “trust-in-government?” What
events likely influenced this change?


6) Look at Figure 6.3 and make 2 observations.


Part II:
Directions: Go to the website, www.pollingreport.com
7) On the site, find an issue or topic that you are interested in, and click on it. Browse
through the questions that were asked in some of the various polls.

a. Select one poll. Who conducted this poll? How many people were polled (if
information is available)? What were the results?


b. Do you think the poll results are a part of a trend in society? Why or why not?


c. What do you notice about the wording of the question(s) asked?


d. Do you think this is a valid poll? Support your answer.
